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blinder stroke of folly and bitterly they rued. Ireland was
doomed to a dark winter.

Had Chamberlain's counsel been taken the Peers in their blind
vote for self-interest would not have triumphed with impunity.
Needless to say he was for fighting. He thought at the time, and
never ceased to think, "that an autumn session should have been
called and the Bill again introduced. This would have shown the
earnest desire of the Government to alleviate the distress of the
Irish tenants."l But this time in the Cabinet the Radical leader,
when he desired to force the fighting with the Peers, stood quite
alone.

Amidst Radical misgiving and Conservative satire this first,
short, ill-omened session was now prorogued early in September.
Irish protests and warnings were furious but unintelligible to
British members. Already the Chief Secretary, full of sympathetic
memories and kind feeling when he took office a few months be-
fore, was damned in Irish popular opinion when the Nationalists
invented the nickname of ' 'Buckshot Eorster".

What now? The Radical Minister tried again. His policy of
calling an autumn session and fighting the Peers on the Com-
pensation Bill had been scouted. Then he sat down to draw up
an earnest and detailed Memorandum upon constructive policy
in Ireland.

Having regard to the impoverished condition of Ireland, and especi-
ally to the exceptional circumstances of the time, it is worth considera-
tion whether present relief might not be best afforded by a well-designed
scheme of public works which would permanently benefit the country.

He conceived: (1) improved communications; (2) drainage and
reclamation of lands; (3) aid to industrial enterprises. In. a word,
he was in favour of relieving Irish distress not by parochial
driblets but by planning on a national scale. This was the execu-
tive spirit of the great Mayoralty applied to a larger sphere. He
was before his time. The document was circulated to the Cabinet
on August 18. This was three weeks before the prorogation and
there was still time to do something. Nothing was done. Nothing,
though Forster himself liked Chamberlain's plan. Violence took
the bit between its teeth,

1 Chamberlain's "Memorandum".

